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“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MIcaH Iv: 2. 
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I WILL give you another instance wherein a great blessing is bestowed in 
these last days. Some of us have been to work hunting up the genealogy 
of our dead. I have myself, and I have been greatly blessed in it. 
President Woodruff has also, and a number of the brethren of the Church 
have been blessed to get hold of great numbers of their ancestors and to 
be baptized for them. This is a great work. Some of you may remember 
the sermon that the Prophet Joseph preached at the time King Follett 
was killed in a well—one of the last sermons he delivered. He told us in 
that sermon that “The greatest responsibility in this world that God had 
Jaid upon us was to seek after our dead.” Can you enter into exaltation 
and glory and be happy without your father and mother, who trained 
you up to fear God, and led you thereby to embrace the Gospel? or 
without your grandfather and your grandmother, your uncles and aunts, 
with whom you have lived and labored, ate and drank? No, never. Then 
it is for you, being blessed with these authorities and powers in the Priest- 
hood, to go and secure blessings unto them. My father and his relatives 
have been baptized for several thousand of their dead kindred. President 
Woodruff obtained a bookful of names of his kindred on his mother’s 
side, and also a considerable number of names of the Woodruffs; and you 
recollect that when President Young dedicated the Temple at St. George 
he appointed Brother Woodruff to be President of that temple. While 
he was in that position the people loved him, as we do to-day, and on one 
of his birthdays they turned out and attended to a host of ordinances 
for his kindred dead. He deemed it a great and precious gift, appreciat- 
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ing it exceedingly as a mark of the love of the people for him. It wasa 
great blessing. It would have taken him and his family a lifetime to 
have got through with them. He had hardly got this done when word 
came to him from Cache Valley that his son Brigham was drowned—one 
of the brighest sons in his family, and one that he was looking forward 
to with anticipations of becoming a bright light in his house and a pillar 
in his generation. But he was taken away. Well, what of this? Presi- 
dent Woodruff began to criticise himself. What had he done that this 
son should be taken from him, when he wanted some good boys to build 
up his family and his kingdom in the earth? He bethought himself that 
he was President of the Lord’s house, and he went into his room in the 
temple there before the Lord and asked him what was the matter, what 
had he done that he should have this son taken from him in this way, and 
he stuck to it until he got his answer. The word of the Lord came unto 
him saying, “Have you not had a host of your kindred administered for in 
the temple, and do you not know that they must be testified to by one of 
your own lineage, that they may have the privilege of embracing the ful- 
ness of these blessings?” That satisfied him at once. I presume that he 
expected this son to live and go abroad on a mission and do great good 
there; but he had gone yonder to untold thousands, to inform them of the 
glorious work already performed here for them, that joy might come to 
them, and they be liberated from their prison house and rejoice in the 
blessings of the everlasting Gospel. When President Woodruff told me 
of this it filled me with satisfaction in thinking of my boy, who in 1883 
was taken sick and suffered long, and notwithstanding the Priesthood 
labored with us to try and save his life, the Lord could not let us keep 
him. That answered our question too, as to why he should be taken 
away. Thousands of our kindred had been administered for, and they 
had just as much need to be informed of it as President Woodruff’s kin- 
dred. The Lord deals with these things on principle. It is the work 
that we are doing here that makes the connection with those who have 
gone before. How many there are who, when they have gone up and 
done their little work in the temple, and have wondered how they could 
get knowledge of any more, have had dreams given to them telling them 
the very names of persons they ought todofor. The Lord is doing this 
to those who are seeking Him with clean hands and pure hearts. And is 
it not just as reasonable, if we have any matters that we do not under- 
stand, for us to go there and get answers to our prayers as it was for 
Brother Woodruff, or Sister Hannah? Is it one God that ministered unto 
them and another that we have todo with? No, itis not. It is the same 
God—the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob, and the God of our 
fathers whose children we are. 

That is just how it is. We have got temples amongst us, and people do 
not sense the value and importance of them; and until they understand 
them how can they be sufficiently thankful for them? 

Now, we have another temple that is nearly ready for dedication. This 
temple will have been forty years in building next April. When it is 
dedicated it is expected that it will be an extraordinary time in Israel. 
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It is decided by the First Presidency and Council of the Twelve that 
arrangements be so made that all the Saints in the mountains who are 
worthy to go in, shall have the opportunity to attend the services. Of 
course, it cannot be done all in a day, or two days; but it will be con- 
tinued, day after day, until all Israel shall have the chance to attend. I 
tell you this for your comfort, and that you may be satisfied in your feel- 
ings, and not be afraid you will not be permitted to go there, if health 
and fellowship permit. 

We think that the dedication of that house is a time of supreme import- 
ance to God’s people. We think that the Saints ought to go to it with a 
preparation of heart and of nature that shall be acceptable before the 
Lord. When Solomon got his temple ready to be dedicated, he directed 
the whole Priesthood to sanctify themselves before going into the temple. 
Even the choristers and the singers had to be sanctitied, before they could 
go in and receive of the presence and blessing of the glory of God. Do 
you think that all we need is to go to the temple, hear somebody offer 
prayer, a little singing, and perhaps administration of the Sacrament, and 
then go home? 

When we dedicated the Temple at Manti, there were many brethren 
and sisters that saw the presence of spiritual beings, which could only be 
discerned by the eyes of the inner man. The Prophets Joseph, Hyrum, 
Brigham, and various other Apostles that have gone, were seen; and not 
only so, but the ears of many of the faithful were touched and they heard 
the music of the heavenly choir that was there. Then what a happy 
thing it would be if everybody went to that house, when it comes to be 
dedicated, so upright in their hearts before the Lord as to be pleasing in 
His sight! 

Suppose everyone that went could go and say, I have paid my tithing, 
and have got my receipts from my Bishop in full; I have paid my offer- 
ings at the fast day, and have done this faithfully and fully, and I feel 
justified in the sight of God. Suppose they could say, 1 keep His Sabbath © 
holy and do not profane His holy name, I have no feeling nor hardness in my 
heart toward any brother or sister in the Church, or any of God’s creation. 
Suppose they could say that they had performed their duties satisfactorily 
and acceptably, and they had been to the temple and attended to the 
ordinances for all of their dead which they had been able to do up to the 
present time, and intended to do all the rest just as fast as Providence 
would permit. Suppose they could say, I have paid means in to help 
build this house, and it is my house with the rest; it is the house of our 
God, which we have come up unto to worship, and have a right here. 
Suppose that the house could be filled with persons that were justified 
before God in this way, do you think it could help bringing down the 
cloud of glory? Do you think that Joseph, or Hyrum, or Brigham, or 
those ancient ones, back perhaps to Noah or Adam, could refrain from 
coming to see us? They are only waiting for us to get so that they can 


come that near tous. And how shall we go to work and sanctify ourselves 
so that they can get into our presence, that we can see them, and hear 
them, and know them? This temple is going to be the most glorious of 
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these temples that have been built. The thing is for you and me to be 
ready to go into it, and in that way that we shall be entitled to every 
blessing that other brethren and sisters shall be; and from to-day to 
sanctify ourselves before the Lord in the doing of the things which He re- 
quires, and in that way render ourselves worthy to go there and obtain 
the blessings that He has in store for the faithful. 

When I contemplate this work, I know not where to stop. To think 
that for nearly two thousand years there has not been a temple of the 
Lord on this land, that people could worship and labor in, and now here 
in the short period from 1877 to 1893—about sixteen years—we have four 
temples that we can work in for the living and for the dead! There is 
nobody in Utah now, but is without excuse. All can get to one temple or 
another, to attend to their marriage ceremonies and their work for the 
dead. When sick and bowed down in sorrow, or when affliction overtakes 
them and they do not know how to throw it off, they can go to the temple 
and be washed, anointed and blessed. In this way many have been healed 
from long-standing sickness ; the blind have received their sight, the deaf 
have been made to hear. The blessings of the Lord are there in the 
temple, waiting for needing Israel to come up and get them. Who is 
there, if he knew there was a message waiting for him in the office at 
Ogden or Salt Lake, would not start off before breakfast to get it? Do 
you not know that the temples are full of telegrams from the heavenly 
world for you, if you will only go there and apply for them? The bless- 
ings of heaven are treasured up there, and these temples are the great 
repositories of eternal life, glory, honor and immortality, waiting for the 
children of God to come up and bring their offerings of broken hearts 
and contrite spirits, and draw upon those treasures. 

My brethren and sisters, I love the work of the temples, and I want you 
to love it, and learn to walk in the precepts and laws of God that are re- 
vealed therein. Take your children with you while they are young. It 
will do them good. It will fill them with ideas great and excellent. They 
will learn to study it, to think of it, and to live by it. It will help them 
in their growth and faith; whatever pursuit they may follow they will 
learn to do whatever they do, in the name of the Lord, then He will bless 
them, and make them a blessing to His people. This is the way all of us 
ought todo. We ought to draw near to the Lord in the days of our youth, 
‘while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when we shall 
say, | have no pleasure in them.” 

Now I pray you, my brethren and sisters, turn your hearts to this sub- 
ject and find the sweets, the blessing and the glory there are in it, and let 
it sanctify our spirits unto daily duty, unto faithful performance of coven- 
ants made with the Lord and each other, that we may hallow the Lord 
God in our hearts, live as His children, and be prepared to come into His 
presence; or if occasion should require, if sorrow, affliction or distress 
overtake, we may go to the House of the Lord and find a panacea that 
can be found nowhere else for the ills of mortal life. 

May the Lord bless and prosper you in all good things, in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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“KAWKAB AMERIKA.” 


Few of our readers may be aware of the fact that the Arabian population 
of this continent is large enough to sustain a newspaper printed in the 
hieroglyphics of their own language. But itis so. Sample copies have 
reached us this week. It is a weekly called Kawkab Amerika, The Star of 
America, and is published in New York and edited by Dr. A. J. and N. 
J. Arbeely. It is claimed that the paper represents an Arabian popula- 
tion of over one hundred thousand souls, a figure probably not very much 
exaggerated, considering the great numbers that have left their homes in 
the mountains of Lebanon and other parts of Syria. One of the copies — 
sent us contains an article on “Mormonism in America,” giving mostly 
historical data relating to our Church. 

The Arabian language is among the Semitic family the last that was 
embodied in writing. It was first after the appearance of Mohammed 
that the Arabs became the possessors of a literary standard. What was 
composed before his time lacked uniformity of graminar, each tribe using 
its own dialectic pecularities. 

What the oriental prophet gave his people both as divine revelation 
and his own sayings was carefully collected. The language he used was 
the language of Allah and the prophet. A pattern had been found. All 
his followers mastered this, and those who aspired to prominence as 
orators and leaders of the people had to be proficient in it. The words 
of the prophet had to be known by heart by them, and they were supposed 
to thoroughly understand them. And in order to give the conquered 
foreign nations, who rapidly accepted Mohammedanism, a chance to learn 
the principles of the new religion, the Arabs set to work and wrote gram- 
mars and dictionaries. Thus in Jess than two hundred years after Moham- 
med a system had been completed in every detail. This language is still 
the written language of the Arabians. 

To commence with, the spoken language of Arabia did not differ much 
from this. In fact, it has been asserted that Mohammed made use of the 
various Arabian dialects with which he was acquainted, selecting the 
best of each for the expression of his thoughts. But in course of time the 
spoken language changed. Many of the endings expressing differences in 
cases, number, genus, etc., were dropped as too cumbersome in the daily 
talk. Words became obsolete. New words were added. The language 
became modified by the various tongues spoken by the conquering na- 
tions, and the result was finally that a great chasm was opened between 
‘the written language and the various spoken dialects. For the former 
was considered sacred and was scrupulously guarded, while the latter 
continually developed although slowly. 

And this is the condition of the Mohammedan world to-day. They 
have a written language almost as different from the vernacular as the 
ancient Greek is from the modern language of Greece, or as the old Latin 
is from Italian. Most of the spoken dialects of Arabic are as easy to learn 
as most modern tongues, while the written language of Mohammed is one 
of the most difficult to master. 
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It is to be supposed, however, that a change in this condition is at hand. 
Modern translations of the Bible into Arabic approach the spoken dialects. 
Newspapers—the very few that are published—do the same, and mission- 
aries in their public addresses, of course, speak the vernacular of the 
particular people whom they address, with due regard to grammatical 
rules. All this tends to form a classical, modern Arabic which can be 
understood by all and will be the language of al] educated Arabs, while 
the language of the Koran will be a dead one and like ancient Greek only 
of value to the scholar. But perhaps a second Mohammed is needed to 
form this modern Arabic, for in the orient progress is slow.— Deseret News. 


DR. BRIGGS OVERTHROWN. 


THE action of the Presbyterian general assembly on June 5, in sustaining 
the appeal from the decision of the New York presbytery in the heresy 
trial of Dr. Briggs, puts that body on record as intending to maintain 
the inerrancy of the text of the sacred Scriptures. Dr. Briggs made the 
statement that this could not be proven, for which he has been pronounced 
a heretic. 

The News would respectfully suggest that the whole controversy is not 
one of doctrine but of fact. If Dr. Briggs be misinformed as to the merits 
of the received Hebrew and Greek texts of the Scriptures, his mistake 
can hardly be called heresy, inasmuch as he maintains that his doctrines 
are in conformity with the creed of his judges, who, having to deal with 
the tangible question of letters and words in an ancient record, ought to 
find no difficulty in proving their point scientifically, if they be right. As 
the case now stands, it almost gives the impression of an attempt by 
medieval bigotry to silence by main force the voice of reason. It is such 
actions that breed infidels in this century. 

Is then the text of the Scriptures as we now have it free from errors? 
The question is, as has been said, one of plain fact. A few instances may 
be given, well known to every scholar. 

In 2 Chron. xi: 18, most Hebrew manuscripts read: “Rehoboam took the 
son of Jerimoth to wife.” Is this correct, or should it be daughter (bath 
for ben)? In Psalms lxviii: 18, we read: “He received gifts for men,” 
which in Eph. iv: 8,is quoted: “He gave gifts unto men.” Which is 
right? The present Hebrew word is lakachia, which some think an error 
for chalakta. In Exodus xxi: 6, there is an evident repetition of a whole 
clause, similar to those with which any modern proof reader is familiar, 
The passage reads: “And thou shalt put it before the vail that is by the 
ark of the testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the testimony.” 
Bishop Lowth notices as many as fifty omissions in Isaiah, all owing to 
the carelessness of the transcriber. A singular instance of omission is 
found in 2 Sam. xxi: 19, where the Hebrew says: “Elhanan, the son of 
Jaare Oregim, a Bethlehemite, slew Goliath the Gittite.” In this passage 
a@ comparison with 1 Chron. xx: 5, shows the error; for here we read: 
“Elhanah, the son of Jair, slew Lahmi, the brother of Goliath the Gittite.” 
And then there are a few passages which no scholar of our time will deny 
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are plain interpolations wilfully inserted, at first probably in the margin 
of the manuscript and then in the text itself. 1 John v: 7, 8, is an in- 
stance of this: “For there are three that bear record (in heaven, the 
Father, the Word and Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there 
are three that bear witness in earth), the Spirit and the water and the 
blood: and these three agree in one. All the words in parenthesis are an 
evident interpolation in favor of the Athanasian doctrine of Tri-unity. 
These are only a few instances out of many. How any scholar or any 
body of men supposed to be familiar with the Bible, in view of such facts, 
can pronounce a brother a heretic for stating that the text of the Scrip- 
tures is not free from errors is a mystery.— Deseret News. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Dr. Nansen, and the members of his expedition to the North Pole, sailed on June 24, 
from Christiania per the steamer Fram. 


Baron Liebig, the German chemist, makes the astounding statement that as much flour 
as will lie on the point of a table-knife is as rich in nutritive constituents as 8 pints of 
the best beer made. 


The ratio of murders is lower in Great Britain than either in France or Germany. The 
number of murders per 10,000,000 inhabitants in each of the three countries is—United 
Kingdom 237, France 265, Germany 279. 


During the twelve months ending May 31, 1893, the United States exported $123,095,453 
and imported $20,658,725, in gold. During the corresponding time the previous year she 
exported $48,888,224 and imported $49,488,334 of the same metal. 

On May 31, the body of Jeff Davis was exhumed and taken to Richmond, Va., U.S.A., 
where it was re-interred with military honors by veterans of the Confederate army. Fifty 
prominent Confederate officers and hundreds of privates participated in the ceremonies. 


Professor Schaeberle, of Lick observatory, California, U.S.A., who recently made ex- 
tended observations and numerous photographs of the total eclipse of the sun, declares 
that the corona seen during the eclipse is due to the fact that the sun is covered with 
immense volcanoes constantly belching forth molten matter. 


The United States Court of Appeal has finally decided against the Sunday closing of 
the World’s Fair. The reason given is that the Government has not sufficient capital 
invested in the exhibition to support its claim to absolute jurisdiction, the court holding 
that the local administration has complete control of the fair. 


Victor Baillot, a Frenchman, who served with Napoleon at Waterloo, and was left for 
dead on the battlefield, captured by the English, and, after spending a year in a Plymouth 
hospital, was sent home in what the doctors termed the last stages of consumption, re- 
cently celebrated his 100th birthday in his native village in the Yonne, and made a very 
animated speech when his health was toasted. 

The man of war, Victoria, of the British fleet, was sank off the coast of Syria, in the 
Mediterranean, through colliding with the Camperdown, on June 22. There were upwards 
of 700 people on board, 422 of whom found watery graves. Among those lost was Vice- 
Admiral Sir George Tyron, a prominent officer of the British navy. The Victoria was 
one of England’s best battle ships and was built at a cost of $3,624,275. 

The eclipse of the sun which occurred on April 16 was, according to the British 
Chronological and Astronomical Association, a recurrence, after a long cycle of eclipses, 
of one which took place in 860 B.c. On that ancient occasion there was a tumult in 
Nineveh because of the sun’s face being darkened, and Shalmaneser II. took possession 
of the throne, the people believing the gods were displeased with its then occupant. The 
story is told on an obelisk in the British Museum. 
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MONDAY, JULY 3, 1893. 


LUKEWARMNESS. 


Arter His ascension, Jesus revealed Himself to His beloved Apostle 
John, and by him sent the following message to the one in charge of the 
Church at Laodicea: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then, because thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.” Such was 
the awful warning sent to the members of the Church in that luxurious 
city on account of their want of ardor in the cause they had espoused. 
Their increasing wealth is given as the cause of their indifference. They 
had, at one time, received the glad tidings of the Gospel; the inspired 
words of the servants of God had stirred their inmost hearts, and their 
consciences had been pricked, when they realized the fearful conse- 
quences of sin; they had repented and been baptized for the remission 
of their sins,and the Holy Ghost had been sealed upon them and filled 
their hearts with joy and peace. At that time they were not lukewarm 
for the up-building of God’s Kingdom. They would, no doubt, have been 
willing to sacrifice all they possessed, as did the believers in Jerusalem, 
had it been required of them; but, engaged in worldly pursuits and 
prospering therein, they had let these things engross their whole atten- 
tion, and they had forgotten how choice were the spiritual gifts that 
they once enjoyed, and so neglected their duties, which resulted in their 
sinking into this state of spiritual lethargy from which the Savior tried 
to rouse them. Although the rebuke was it was administered by 
one who was filled with love, and who is ever ready to forgive the repent- 
ant sinner. He says, “As many as I love™lrebuke and chasten: be 
zealous, therefore, and repent.” We do not know how this message was 
received by those to whom it was directed, but we have every reason to be- 
lieve that the good council was not taken nor the warning heeded. Lao- 
dicea is now a deserted city, and has been so for many centuries. Once 
it was an important and opulent place, which is attested by its extensive 
remains, among which are found three theatres, of which one is said 
to measure 450 feet in diameter. The city was destroyed by earthquakes. 

The warning given to the Laodiceans should be heeded by the Saints 
to-day. It teaches how the Lord looked upon lukewarmness formerly, 
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and, as He is not changeable, we know how He looks upon the same fault 
to-day. He threatened punishment if more zeal was not manifested, and 
Laodicea, like Nineveh and Babylon, is a strong witness that when the 
warning of God is unheeded, those rejecting it must suffer the consequences. 
Those who have received the Lord’s message in sincerity to-day can testify 
that they enjoy the same precious blessings of the Holy Spirit as were 
formerly bestowed upon the Saints. They have received the same assur- 
ance that their sins have been forgiven thém and that they are in com- 
munion with the Father and the Son. Their souls are no longer in dark- 
ness nor racked* with doubt. Of all gifts to man none can equal this 
testimony of the Holy Ghost. One, who has received this gift and tasted 
the fruits of the spirit and then become lukewarm and indifferent to the 
cause of God, must appear very ungrateful indeed to Him. Too many of 
those professing to be Latter-day Saints are guilty of this fault. It is not 
because they have lost the faith, for many of those who have become care- 
less will still testify to the truth of the Gospel, but it is on account of 
their neglect of duty. Among the many causes that lead to lukewarmness 
are: the absorbtion of the mind in temporal pursuits to the exclusion of 
sacred meditations; finding fault with those whom God has appointed to 
lead us; being absent from the meetings of the Saints on the Sabbath day, 
when it is possible to attend them; neglecting to pray, to fast, to pay our 
tithes and offerings, and to help the poor. These sins of omission and 
innumerable others, together with the more palpable sins of commission, 
will quench the fire of the Holy Spirit and leave such persons in that 
lukewarm state so offensive to the Lord. Such a course should be sincerely 
repented of and carefully avoided. The Saints should also remember the 
Savior’s command to “be zealous.” They should exert themselves dili- 
gently to fulfil the word of God and meet the requirements made of them, 
and they will find that instead of this course being irksome it will bring 
them the greatest amount of happiness, and will keep warm their first 
love of the Gospel. 


On Tuesday morning, June 27, President George Q. Cannon, wife, and 
son Sylvester, arrived in Liverpool per the steamer Arizona. They were 
in good health and had a pleasant voyage over the ocean. After spending 
a day or two in this city they proceeded to London. This is President 
Cannon’s first visit to England since 1864, at which time he had charge of 
the European Mission. His mission then extended over a period of three 
years and eight months. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


The Birmingham Conference was held on Sunday, June 18, 1893, at 
Hookley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, Farm Street, Birmingham. There were 
present: Apostle Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission ; 
Geo. M. Thompson, traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference; C. C. 
Cressall and John Belliston, traveling Elders in the Nottingham Confer- 
ence; John D. Owen, traveling Elder in the London Conference; R. G. 
Savage, President of, and W. H. Lyman, Thos. E. Page, Timothy Terry, 
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W. D. Callister, Nephi Peterson, W. S. Barnes, J. H. Turley, Heber C. 
Boden and John Burrows, traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. The afternoon 
and evening meetings were well attended. The strangers who attended 
the services were very attentive. Nearly all the Elders present had an 
opportunity to address the congregations, and bear testimony to the truth 
of the Gospel, and many of the principles thereof were touched upon and 
explained in a clear and lucid manner. 

President Savage read the report of the labors performed by the Elders 
in the Conference since January 1, 1893, as follows: Meetings held 180; 
tracts distributed 15,090; books disposed of 55; baptisms 22; emigrated 13; 
children blessed 3; Seventies 9; Elders 20; Priests 13; Teachers 5; Dea- 
cons 5; members 196; total 270. Said the Elders had made a trip through 
the districts and found the Saints all feeling well. The Elders laboring 
in Birmingham had met with good success in tracting, and the future 
prospects were encouraging. 

As several of the Saints had come from a distance, Brother Spokes, 
President of the Birmingham branch, had tables put up in the chapel 
between the afternoon and evening meetings, and President Lund and 
quite a number of the Saints sat down to a social pic-nic. 

On Monday the brethren met again and interchanged views as to the best 
method of prosecuting their work. W. D. Catuister, Clerk. 


REPENTANCE IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


THE development of the nineteenth century in religious thought and in- 
vestigation has accomplished much in the way of leading men to break 
from creeds that for centuries have maintained a hold on the minds of the 
people. Absurdities in certain dogmas that have been promulgated by 
men as guides to spiritual life have received recognition, and some persons 
have thus been led to fly to the extremity of foolishness in the other direc- 
tion and drift into infidelity. But others, more discriminative, have 
retained the pure gems of religious truth which research has brought to 
their comprehension, and have been confirmed in their knowledge of the 
existence of an all-wise God. 

One idea which, subsequent to the days of the Apostles and continuing 
up until recent times, obtained almost universally among professing 
Christians was that the fate of all men was immutably fixed at death, so 
far as their own efforts and action were concerned; that in the spirit 
world they were helpless to effect any change in their condition as to the 
measure of salvation they might attain to. But to-day this idea is no 
longer received without question, and advocates of the doctrine of salva- 
tion for the dead are numerous and influential. 

A few weeks ago the Rev. Lyman Abbott declared his belief that those 
who had passed from mortality had not entered a sphere where salvation 
in the presence of the Lord was unattainable if they had not earned 
that reward in the flesh, but there was still an opportunity for the sinner 
to turn unto the Redeemer and perform works that would call forth the 
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Divine blessing. Dr. Abbott was taken to task by some of his co-religion- 
ists and assailed in the public press, and was removed from his position. 
This discussion as to whether the state of the sinner is fixed as soon as 
the soul is separated from the body, or whether influences may still be 
used to reclaim him, has taken a wide range in religious journals, and 
one of these, the Universalist, thus expresses itself upon the theme: 


The doctrine that the sinner can be redeemed in the spirit world is no 
new doctrine. It was prevalent in the early ages of the Christian church. 
Most of the Christian fathers believed it and held that the scheme of 
Christ’s redemption extended into the future world, and would be made 
effective there upon many who repented not of their sins here, even 
though there might be some who would not accept the terms of salvation. 
Hope did not depart from the sinner who entered the spirit world, but an 
opportunity would still be given him for repentance. It was the Italian 
poet Dante, in the fourteenth century, who in his “Inferno” says he saw 
written upon the summit of the gate of hell, “All hope abandon, ye who 
enter in!” This is not a Christian but a pagan sentiment. In the myth- 
ology of Greece and Rome we find the instances of Ixion, Tantalus, Sysy- 

wn Ke? fa. the fifty daughters of Danaus and others, who were con- 
emned by remorseless fate to endure punishment without hope of end. 
Christianity presents no such appalling doctrine. 


The Scriptures teach that repentance, or turning from sin, is a necessary 
preparation for receiving divine forgiveness for wrongs that may have 
been committed; that this “godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva- 
tion.” On no occasion did the Lord intimate that divine forgiveness 
followed repentance only when exercised while men were in the flesh. He 
declared that the sin against the Holy Ghost would not be forgiven “in 
this world, neither in the world to come;” but that outside of this “all 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men.” This forgive- 
ness, however, could not come till men had repented, for he also taught 
that unless they did this they should also perish. If, therefore, men who 
commit the “sin and blasphemy,” which can be pardoned, fail to repent 
before they die, they must have a subsequent opportunity for repentance 
or the promise of the Lord would fall. To make it good, those who die 
unrepentant must have a chance to turn from their sinful inclinations “in 
the world to come,” and then obtain the forgiveness which could not be 
extended to them in this world. If by his stubbornness the sinner delays 
his repentance either in this or the spirit world, the exercise of divine for- 
giveness is thereby deferred, and he is therefore the loser through blocking 
the way to his own progress. 

When Christ was upon the cross the penitent thief appealed to Him to 
be remembered. There was no time there for the one who was condemned 
justly to “bring forth fruits meet for repentance.” So he was not told 
that his sins were forgiven, or that he was saved or would enter the king- 
dom of heaven. He was informed that that day he would be with the 
Lord in Paradise. This was to him a mere statement that both would die 
jn the flesh and should be together in the spirit world that day. The 
remembrance which the thief asked for was still a matter of the future. 
If his sorrow should prove to be of that worldly character which “worketh 
death,” and was only a temporary effect of his suffering a deserved penalty, 
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then it would not avail him. But if it was that sorrow which “worketh 
repentance to salvation,” then that repentance would operate to its legiti- 
mate result; and he being in the spirit world must of necessity continue 
under its influences there. 

The Lord declared that the dead should hear “the voice of the Son of 
God.” He fulfilled this prediction when, during the three days that inter- 
vened between the time of His crucifixion and His resurrection He was in 
Paradise, or the spirit world. His purpose there was to teach the same 
Gospel He had taught in the flesh, “the everlasting Gospel,” which is “the 
power of God unto salvation,” that those who had died and passed to the 
spirit world might hear His voice and receive His promise of life. And as 
repentance was a fundamental principle of the Gospel which He taught, 
unless it could be conformed to by those in the spirit world His preaching 
to them would in that respect have been folly and in vain. 

The purpose of the Lord in going to the spirit world and speaking to 
those who were in that state was that they might avail themselves of the 
blessings of salvation which He had to offer: that if they were unrepent- 
ant they might repent and turn to Him for salvation, just as they could 
have done when in the flesh. The chief Apostle is very explicit on this 
point when he states that “for this cause was the Gospel preached also 
to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.” In the spirit world they 
were to forsake sins of which they had previously been unrepentant, and 
live in accord with His rules of conduct. 

This preaching in the spirit world was not to those alone who had 
sought righteousness in the flesh; it was to people who had so far pursued 
an opposite course that they were suffering imprisonment therefor. Some 
of them, at least, were those who were disobedient “in the days of Noah,” 
and they were being given another chance to accept that repentance 
which on a former occasion they had rejected. The Lord “went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison” that they might receive of the divine 
mercy and forgiveness or be left without excuse for refusing the offer. 

The idea that the Redeemer abandons the sinner when he passes into 
the spirit world is as unjust as it is unscriptural. It would destroy the 
eternal nature of the mercy of God, whose interest in His children is not 
confined to the. mortal state, but extends to them in every condition. The 
Gospel of the Lord, to be worthy of Him, must be perfect as He is perfect, 
and reach to all humanity, both those who have received it in this life and 
those whose obedience is deferred, either through their own wilfulness or 
neglect or by causes over which they had no control, until they enter the 
spirit world. The doctrine of salvation for the dead, by obedience to the 
same principles through which the living can be saved, is essentially 
Christlike; it is an important part of His glorious Gospel plan, that is 
broad as the universe and from everlasting to everlasting. Its elimination 
from the belief of professing Christendom for so many centuries was due 
to the universal apostacy which followed the days of the Gospel. Its res- 
titution came with the restoration of the Gospel by heavenly messengers, 
in this century of the world’s history.—Deseret News. 


‘ 
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A MESSAGE OF PEACE. 


IT was an interesting incident at the World’s Fair on June 8, when the 
Princess Eulalia, representative of the royal house that provided Colum- 
bus with the means of discovering the New World, witnessed, at the 
dedication services of the Nebraska state buildings, descendants of the 
race which greeted on America’s shores the illustrious voyageur mingling 
in the joyous festivities with civilized man from the Old World. A number 
of Indian chiefs, principally Sioux, were present .on the occasion and 
attracted equally as much attention, though less of homage, than did the 
Spanish princess. Yet their presence there under such circumstances 
indicated the peaceful relations, so frequently severed, which may exist 
between the aborigines and the race that now bears rule. 

The situation is suggestive of an occurrence at the time of the dedica- 
tion services at the Fair grounds on October last. It was on the 23rd of 
the month, while the hallelujah chorus was pouring forth its strains of 
joy, that a man of strongly marked Indian features, clad in the attire of 
civilization, approached Hon. T. W. Palmer, who was presiding over the 
ceremonies, and presented a number of documents. One, prepared by 
himself, stated that he was the bearer of a message from Indian tribes of 
far North America; another contained instructions to him from the chief 
of the Indian federation which he represented, and still another was the 
message from the Indians to the white race. This message read as 
follows: 

Brothers of the White Race: In memory of our fathers, who 400 years 
ago gave welcome to yours, the Metis and their allied Indian tribes renew 
to you that greeting and offer of friendship. 

This we do neither as subjects nor as supplicants, but as a race which 
has done its work for men, while you have done yours, and for which 
there is yet a work to do. 

To-day you are rejoicing in your numbers, in your inventions, in your 
possessions. 

Your numbers: have often meant oppression to us. Your inventions 
have often destroyed us. Your taking possession has often left no room 
for us. 

Yet even you are as unhappy in spirit as we are distressed in body. 

Why then should we either hate you or submit ourselves entirely to you? 

Are we not all brothers! And may we not learn from each other the 
things which we lack? Surely each of us was made for a purpose, and 
each of us has some truth and good for men. 

You and your fathers have chosen to live at ease in settled dwellings. 
Therefore you have looked more closely into the bosom of our mother, the 
earth, and have found out her hidden secrets. You have increased the 
power of men, and through your knowledge many men can live on small 
tracts of land. 

We and our fathers have chosen to roam and face the dena of un- 
known lands. Therefore we have studied the face of our mother and have 
learned the wisdom of forest and stream and sky. We have made ready 
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the earth for settled peoples, and by our knowledge men can live in wild 
and barren lands. 

Where your fathers found none of ours, there they perished. 

Where your arts have come, there more of us can live. 

You and your fathers, through your knowledge of the substance of the 
earth, have made for yourselves many things which are now considered 
necessities by you, but which for their making require the skill and labor 
of many men in many different arts. Thus each of you depends upon 
many others, and so you have invented rules by which the freedom of each 
is lessened for the sake of greater liberty to all. 

We and our fathers, through our wanderings, have kept the simple 
habits and natural ways of life by which each of us is able to live without 
the labor of others. Thus none of us can be enslaved by others, and so 
we have remembered that all men are brothers, and that the gifts of nature 
are for all. 

Where our principles are, there none are slaves. 

Where your order is, there many can have comfort. 

We acknowledge the usefulness of your inventions, and we admit that 
order is necessary to your mode of life. 

We ask you to remember our good deeds to men, and to recognize the 
justice of our principles. 

The coming days are bright before us. Let us enjoy them in peace to- 
gether; you as the givers of new powers to men, we as the aboriginal 
people to whom all climes are home, and who, as a common bond, link 
your peoples together; both as lovers of justice and of our fellow men. 

THE NATIONAL CoUNCIL OF THE Metis OF THE NORTHWEST. 
MicaaL Dumas, President. 
Honore JosEpH Jaxon, Secretary. 
Sceau du Conseil National des Mer du Nord Ouest. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The residence of Dr. Loring, Salt Lake City, was damaged by fire on June 10. 

J. J. Brummitt, real estate and insurance agent, Ogden, assigned on June 13. Assets 
$3,400; liabilities $2,526.05. 

On Monday night, May 29, a severe thunderstorm visited Salt Lake City, blowing down 
sheds, signs, awnings and trees. | 

On June 3, Henry E. Whetstone, of Ogden, was arraigned in the Fourth District Court 
for sentence, having been convicted of spiriting away a witness. His sentence was ninety 
days in the penitentiary. 

C. C. Finch and Son, of Erie, Pa., propose to build stock yards and pens at Murray, 
and erect a slaughtering house. They will do a strictly wholesale business, supplying 
the butcher shops with Utah dressed meats. They expect to invest $100,000 in the 
plant. 

The tabernacle choir, Salt Lake City, have arranged to attend the World’s Fair and 
compete with the musical organizations which will assemble at that place in the month 
of September. The choir will also give a series of concerts in the principal cities between 
Chicago and Salt Lake City. 
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M. Marcellus Nelson, an attorney of Salt Lake City, has been arraigned before the 
Third District Court on the charge of embezzlement. 


The Park City Bank, of Park City, closed its doors on June 12. This is the first bank 
failure that has been recorded in the history of Utah. 


The Wayne Stake of Zion was organized on the 27th of May by Apostles F. M. 
Lyman and M. W. Merrill. Willis E. Robeson was appointed President. It comprises 
all of Wayne county, Utah, and that portion of Garfield county north and east from 
Potato Valley, known as the Boulder Plateau. 


Asbury B. Greeson, at one time manager of the Salt Lake Times, but now employed 
upon the 7'ribune as advertising solicitor, was struck by the regular south-bound Union 
Pacific train on the morning of June 10, and horribly mangled. He was taken to a 
hospital, where one arm was amputated and one leg was incased in plaster. 


Deputy Marshal Dyer on June 2 arrested Ben W. Driggs, jr., on two charges of for- 
gery. He was taken before Judge Zane and arraigned just as the Third District Court 
was about to adjourn. Driggs is charged with forging a check of $1000 on April 10, 1890, 
with intent to defraud Dr. John R. Park and Young Bros. of this city, and, in the 
second case, with forging a promissory note for $2000 on April 17, 1890, with intent to 
defraud Dr. Park and Attorney E. D. Hoge. 

A very peculiar and serious accident happened to James Thain, a young man of Logan, 
on Sunday afternoon, May 28. He, in company with a number of young men, were 
standing in Smith Bro’s. stables, near the U. P. depot, talking over matters in general, 
when suddenly a vicious stallion, ‘‘ Winnie,” which was standing loose in a stall near by, 
without any warning or provocation whatever, stepped forward and made a sudden grab 
at Mr. Thain’s head. His aim was straight, for he caught this gentleman’s right ear in 
his teeth, and bit it completely off, close to his head. 

Eight flocks of sheep, aggregating 30,000 head, are being sheared beyond Rocky dug- 
way, in the mountains east of Brigham, this season. There are four busy corrals in the 
vicinity of Corinne Butte, west of that city. Nearly 100 shearers are employed at these 
places. They are fleecing about 6,000 sheep aday. Each of these corrals will handle 
some 50,000 head, the four aggregating 200,000 this shearing season. The clip will 
average six pounds to the sheep, which makes the total yield from the 230,000 sheep 
being handled in this vicinity amount to 1,380,090 pounds. At 12 cents a pound the 
value of this wool is $165,000. 


Articles of incorporation were filed with the county clerk on June 2 by the Western 
Manufacturing company. The incorporators are Edward D. Woodruff, George V. Par- 
merlee, Joel A. Hughes, William H. Lindsay and Minnie M. Woodruff. The object of 
the company is the buying and selling of real estate; also buying and selling, building, 
operating and maintaining a plant or plants for the manufacture of all kinds of soap and 
other chemical compounds for sale and trade, and to own and control patents, copy- 
rights, and all kinds of appliances used in and about said business. They place their 
capital stock at $50,000, divided into 500 shares of the par value of $500 each, Edward 
D. Woodruff will be president and treasurer, George V. Penhale vice president, and 
William H. Lindsay secretary. The principal place of business will be in Salt Lake 
City. 

Joseph Leonard, an ex-soldier, was shot and fatally wounded at Fort Douglas, on 
June 12, by a guard. Leonard was driving through the beautiful streets of the fort at a 
gait forbidden by the martial rules governing the post, and when called upon to halt by 
one of the armed guards who patrole the avenues, failed to do so, but even increased his 
speed. Another warning went unheeded and the guard used force. Throwing his rifle 
to his shoulder he fired and the ball pierced Leonard’s body at about the middle of the 
body, coming out in front. The shot effectually ended that forbidden ride, and the in- 
jured man was removed from the bottom of his buggy, where he had fallen, to the guard 
house, where later the guard was also placed awaiting an investigation. 
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